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Public Roles in the Controversy



Cassandra



The Fear Monger

Disney Buena Vista Studios, 1943



Conspirators

• Claims that companies such as Exxon Mobil are working with top public relations firms and using many of 

the same tactics and personnel as those employed by Phillip Morris and RJ Reynolds to dispute the 

cigarette-cancer link in the 1990s. 

the fifth estate, CBC-TV, 11-15-2006



Counter-Attack

“James Hansen, one of the world's leading climate 
scientists, will today call for the chief executives of 
large fossil fuel companies to be put on trial for high 
crimes against humanity and nature, accusing them of 
actively spreading doubt about global warming in the 
same way that tobacco companies blurred the links 
between smoking and cancer.”

The Manchester Guardian, Pilkington, 6-23-2008



Mass Market Escalation



Cynics
“The Great Global Warming Swindle”

Martin Durkin, WAGTV, UK Channel 4, 3-

8-2007



Un-Spin Claims

Global TV News, 11-6-2006



Appeal to Ideology

HARDtalk BBC-News 12-11-2007



Appeal to Conscience/Authority

GreenpeaceVideo 2007



Viral Marketing a Target

350org 12-5-2008



Movement Politics



Move to Policy Claims

Carbon Tax Briefing, US House, 12-8-2008



Worry a Great Deal…

Frank Newport, Gallup Poll, 3-6-2008



Serious Threat…

Frank Newport, Gallup Poll, 3-6-2008



Effects Have Begun…

Riley Dunlap, Gallup Poll, 3-6-2008



Due to Human Activities…

Riley Dunlap, Gallup Poll, 3-6-2008



Exaggerated in the News…

Riley Dunlap, Gallup Poll, 3-6-2008



Most Scientists Agree…

Riley Dunlap, Gallup Poll, 3-6-2008



Social and Cultural Impacts 

How do people…

Frame priorities

Assign blame

Choose reasons

Offer support

Revisit Rayner and Malone, 1998


