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Putting the Patient in the Center of Patient-
Centered Care

Evidence based medicine and integrative medicine
are priorities for people with cancer

Ten years of IOM reports tell us that we have no
system of cancer care, that it is uncoordinated,
and does not meet the integrative needs of people
with cancer

We are all integrated beings of body, mind and
spirit. Patient-centered care attentively elicits
patient preferences and appropriately responds to
the integration of those three domains

A cancer diagnosis represents a crisis that
challenges that integration--self advocacy is needed
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A Plan to Implement Integrative Medicine

into Cancer Care

Effectiveness of integrative medicine will ultimately be
judged in large part by the development and use of
whole patient Patient Reported Outcomes (PROSs)

Customized care plans for each patient are desirable
tools; successful treatment planning is an interactive
process that respects personal preferences and beliefs

Plans will only be useful if they are a vehicle for
facilitating meaningful communication and a true
partnership between patients & their professional care
team

We must have a public policy agenda that aligns
reimbursement with our patient-centered values
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