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Primary Health Care’s Mission

Improve the health of the Nation’s 
underserved communities and 
vulnerable populations by assuring 
access to comprehensive, culturally 
competent, quality primary health 
care services.



Health Center Program Fundamentals
p Located in or serve a high need community 

designated as a medically underserved area or 
population

p Governed by a community board composed of a 
majority (51 percent or more) of health center 
patients who represent the population served

p Provide comprehensive primary health care 
services as well as supportive services 
(education, translation, and transportation, etc.) 
that promote access to health care

p Provide services available to all with fees 
adjusted based on ability to pay

p Meet other performance and accountability 
requirements regarding administrative, clinical, 
and financial operations



Health Center Program:Health Center Program:

Calendar Year 2007Calendar Year 2007

Source: Uniform Data System, 2007

§16 Million served
§63 Million patient   
encounters
§52.8% Rural 
§1067 grantees
§Over 7,000 sites



Health Center Program OverviewHealth Center Program Overview

Calendar Year 2007Calendar Year 2007

63 Million Patient Visits 
§1,076 Grantees - 53% rural
§7,000+ Service Sites

Over 100,000 Staff 
§8,000 Physicians
§4,700 NPs, PA, & CNMs

Source: Uniform Data System, 2007

16.1 Million Patients (1 in 19)
§91% Below 200% poverty (1 in 6)
§70% Below 100% poverty (1 in 3)
§39% Uninsured (1 in 7)
§930,589 Homeless Individuals
§826,977 Migrant/Seasonal Farmworkers
§133,518 Residents of Public Housing

Health Centers Serve All Ages



Health Center Program:

Workforce

Total Staff 104,923

Physicians 7,994 
Family/General P.   4,032
Internal Med          1,476
Pediatrics  1,494
Ob/Gyn 751
Other MD/DO           241

Midlevels 4,693
NP 2,678
PA 1,597
CNM 418

Nurses 9,282
Other Med 12,501
Lab/X-ray 2,431

Dental 6,899
Dentists 2,107
Hygienists 806
Assistants 3,986

Mental Health 2,714
Psychiatrists 264
Other Licensed MH      1,505
Other MH 945

Substance Abuse 698
Pharmacy 2,166
Other Professional 714
Program Enabling Services 10,632
(Case Managers, Education, 

Outreach, Transport, etc.)
Other Program & Patient
Services Support Staff 22,120

Administration/Facility 22,079

Source: Uniform Data System, 2007 Data



Unduplicated Health Center Dental 

Patients, 2002 - 2007
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Health Centers with Onsite Preventive 

Dental Services
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Health Center Dental Services 

Workforce, 2004 - 2007
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Questions?



Donald L. Weaver

Assistant Surgeon General

Deputy Associate Administrator

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Health Resources and Services Administration

Bureau of Primary Health Care 

5600 Fishers Lane Rm. 17-105

Rockville, MD 20857

Telephone: 301.594.4110

Fax: 301.594.4072

E-Mail: donald.weaver@hrsa.hhs.gov


