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ELECTRONIC APPENDIX—RESEARCH AREA COVER SHEETS 
 
 
Below are the 32 cover sheets addressing the research areas represented by the nominated 
topics provided to the committee to guide their prioritization process. The data included the 
committee’s condition-level criteria pertinent to the specific research area.  
 
Alcoholism, Drug, and Overdose 
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
 MEPS Survey Data 
 

Condition All age groups 
(20) 

 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 

Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 65+ years (20) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected Conditions, including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
 
No conditions on any lists  
 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 

Condition All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 
(10) 

Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

 
No conditions on any lists  
 
Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
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Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
 
Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

Substance abuse X X  X 
Tobacco use  X  X 
Alcohol use    X 
 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

Alcoholism 
or substance 
abuse 

893 82 73 624 1212 

Smoking 399 162 56 511 928 
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Birth and Developmental 
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
 MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

Congenital 
malformations, 
deformations and 
chromosomal  

 X   

Congenital 
malformations and 
deformations 

  X  

 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 

(10) 
Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

Perinatal conditions  X   
Congenital anomalies  X   
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Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

Developmental 
delays 

X    

Autism X    
Prenatal and early 
infancy interventions 

   X 

 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

Autism 48 23 3 94 151 
Speech and 
language 
disorders in 
children 

28 1 0 18 46 
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Cardiovascular and Peripheral Vascular  
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
 MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

Hypertension X   X 
Hyperlipidemia X   X 
Heart conditions X   X 
 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

Ischemic heart 
diseases 

X   X 

Acute myocardial 
Infarction 

X   X 

Cerebro-vascular 
diseases 

X   X 

Heart failure X   X 
Hypertensive heart 
disease 

X   X 

Major cardiovascular 
diseases 

  X  

Diseases of heart   X  
 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
Hypertension X  
Heart conditions X  
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Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 

(10) 
Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

Heart conditions X   X 
Hypertension X   X 
 
Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

Congestive heart failure  X 
Cardiac arrhythmia  X 
Stroke  X 
PCI X  
Lower extremity bypass X  
Carotid endarterectomy X  
CABG X  
 
Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

Cardiovascular 
disease, including 
stroke and 
hyptertension 

X X  X 

 
 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

Anticoagulant 
therapy for 
myocardial 
infarction 

6 43 1 37 74 

Anticoagulant 
therapy for 
stroke 

9 43 0 44 81 

Cardiac 107 154 3 287 537 
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imaging 
Congestive 
heart failure 

87 227 35 268 537 

Hyperlipidemia 103 365 22 257 666 
Hypertension 535 1080 74 1211 2616 
Stable angina 
pectoris or 
acute coronary 
syndrome 

93 151 6 262 439 
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Complementary and Alternative Medicine 
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

  
No conditions on any lists 
  
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

 
No conditions on any lists  
 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Cost-: Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines   
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 

(10) 
Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

 
No conditions on any lists  
 
Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
 
Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
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Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

Acupuncture 74 0 12 129 202 
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Endocrinology and Metabolism  
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

Diabetes mellitus X   X 
Thyroid disease X    
Other endocrine, 
nutritional and 
immune disorders 

X    

 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

Diabetes melitus X   X 
 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
Diabetes melitus X  
Other endocrine, 
nutritional and 
immune disorders 

 X 

 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data  
 
Condition 
 

All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 
(10) 

Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

Diabetes mellitus X   X 
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Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

Diabetes mellitus X X   
 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

Diabetic 
retinopathy 

41 91 3 142 255 

Glucose 
monitoring in 
diabetes 

49 93 15 126 232 

Type 2 
diabetes 
treatment 

184 1222 35 672 1916 
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Eyes, Ears, Nose, and Throat  
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
 MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

Other eye disorders X X X  
Otitis media X X X  
 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
Otitis media  X 
Other eye disorders  X 
 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 

(10) 
Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

Otitis media  X X  
Other eye disorders   X  
Tonsillitis    X  
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Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

Vision and hearing  X   
 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

Diabetic 
retinopathy 

41 91 3 142 255 

Glaucoma 32 234 4 216 232 
Hearing 
loss/cochlear 
implants 

1 6 3 4 14 
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Functional Limitation and Disabilities 
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
 MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 

(10) 
Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

 
No conditions on any lists  
 
 
Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
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Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

Functional limitations 
and disabilities  

X X   

 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

Rehabilitation 257 201 181 682 1180 
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Gastrointestinal  
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
 MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

Disorders of the 
upper GI 

X   X 

Intestinal infection   X  
 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 

(10) 
Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

Disorders of the 
upper GI 

 X   

Intestinal infection  X   
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Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

Gastroenteritis  X 
Gastro-intestinal 
hemorrhage 

 X 

 
Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

Peptic ulcer disease 
and dyspepsia  

X    

 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

 
No conditions were searched 
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Geriatrics 
  
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
 MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition 65+ years (8) 
Hypertension X 
Hyperlipidemia X 
Heart conditions X 
Diabetes mellitus X 
Disorders of the upper GI X 
Osteoarthritis and other nontraumatic joint disorders X 
COPD, asthma X 
 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition 65+ years (20) 
Ischemic heart diseases X 
Acute myocardial Infarction X 
Cerebro-vascular diseases X 
Heart failure X 
Hypertensive heart disease X 
Diabetes mellitus X 
Influenza and pneumonia  X 
Septicemia X 
Renal failure X 
Alzheimer’s X 
Parkinson’s X 
Malignant neoplasms of trachea, bronchus, and lung X 
Malignant neoplasms of lymphoid and hematopoietic X 
Malignant neoplasms of colon, rectum and anus X 
Malignant neoplasm of breast X 
Malignant neoplasm of pancreas X 
Malignant neoplasm of prostate X 
Chronic lower respiratory diseases X 
Accidents X 
 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) 
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Age breakdown not available 
 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition Age 65+years (10) 
Heart conditions X 
Hypertension X 
Diabetes mellitus X 
Osteoarthritis and other nontraumatic joint disorders X 
Back problems X 
Cancer X 
Mental disorders X 
COPD, asthma X 
Trauma related disorders X 
 
 
 
 
Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

 
Age breakdown not available 
 
Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

 
Age breakdown not available 
 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

 
No conditions were searched 



20 INITIAL NATIONAL PRIORITIES FOR COMPARATIVE EFFECTIVENESS RESEARCH 
 

PREPUBLICATION COPY: UNCORRECTED PROOFS 

Immune System, Connective Tissue and Joints 
  
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

Osteoarthritis and 
other nontraumatic 
joint disorders 

X   X 

Systemic lupus and 
connective tissues 
disorders 

X    

Allergic reactions   X  
 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups 

(12) 
Ages 0-17 years (12) 

Osteoarthritis and other non-
traumatic joint disorders 

X  

Systemic lupus and connective 
tissue disorders 

X  

Allergic reactions  X 
 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 

(10) 
Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

Osteoarthritis and 
other nontraumatic 
joint disorders 

X   X 
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Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

Knee replacement  X 
 
Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

Arthritis and non-
traumatic joint 
disorders 

X X   

 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

Biological 
agents for 
immune and 
autoimmune 
disorders 

14 116 0 66 186 

Joint 
replacement 
surgery 

11 75 5 81 142 
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Infectious Diseases 
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
 MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

Infectious diseases X X X  
 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

Influenza and 
pneumonia  

X   X 

Septicemia X   X 
Infections specific to 
the perinatal period 

 X   

Bacterial sepsis of 
newborn 

 X   

 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
Infectious diseases  X 
 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 

(10) 
Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

Infectious disease  X X  
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Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

Septicemia  X 

Simple Pneumonia   X 
 
Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

Infectious diseases  X X   
HIV/AIDS X X   
Immunization   X   
STD’s  X   
Malaria, dengue and 
diarrhea  

   X 

 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

Methicillin-
resistant 
staphylococcus 
aureus 

7 48 6 58 104 

HIV/AIDS 1779 1412 120 1163 3772 
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Kidney and Urinary Track  
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X gnifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
 MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

Renal failure X   X 
 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 

(10) 
Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

Kidney Disease    X 
 
Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

TURP for BPH X  
 
 
 
 
 
 



ELECTRONIC APPENDIX—RESEARCH AREA COVER SHEETS 25 

PREPUBLICATION COPY: UNCORRECTED PROOFS 

Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

Chronic kidney 
disease 

 X   

 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

Early 
prostate 
cancer 

31 21 12 64 99 

Urinary 
incontinence 
treatment 

27 161 10 131 297 
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Musculoskeletal  
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

Back problems X    
Other bone and 
musculo-skeletal 
disease 

X    

 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
Back problems X  
 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition 
 

All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 
(10) 

Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

Back problems X   X 
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Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

Back surgery X X 
Hip fracture discharge X X 
Hip replacement X  
Knee replacement X  
 
 
Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

Osteoporosis  X   
Chronic back pain   X   
 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

Low back 
pain 

44 119 31 159 314 
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Neurologic  
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

Other CNS disorders X  X  
 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

Alzheimer’s X   X 
Parkinson’s    X 
 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
 
No conditions on any lists  
 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 

(10) 
Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

Epilepsy and 
convulsions 

  X  

 
Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
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Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

Dementia, including 
Alzheimer’s 

X    

 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

Alzheimer’s 127 331 29 210 608 
Imaging 
procedures 
for 
neurologic 
diseases 

270 42 11 121 393 

Treatment of 
chronic pain 

154 310 52 403 809 
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Nutrition (including obesity) 
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
 MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

 
No conditions on any lists  
 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data  
 
Condition All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 

(10) 
Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

 
No conditions on any lists  
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Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

Obesity/overweight X X   
Nutrition  X   
Physical activity and 
fitness  

 X  X 

Nutrition and gender 
disparities  

   X 

Healthier food 
choices, 
supermarkets and 
pricing food policies  

   X 

Nutrition of refugees 
and displaced 
populations 

   X 

 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

Obesity 
treatments 
and bariatric 
surgery 

11 16 2 42 58 
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Oncology and Hematology 
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
 MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

Cancer X    
 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

Malignant neoplasms 
of trachea, bronchus, 
and lung 

X   X 

Malignant neoplasms 
of lymphoid and 
hematopoietic 

X   X 

Malignant neoplasms 
of colon, rectum and 
anus 

X   X 

Malignant neoplasm 
of breast 

X   X 

Malignant neoplasm 
of pancreas 

X   X 

Malignant neoplasm 
of prostate 

X   X 

Malignant neoplasms   X  
 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
Cancer X  
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Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 

(10) 
Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

Cancer X   X 
 
Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

Mastectomy for cancer X  
 
Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

Cancer X X   
 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
 Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

Breast 
cancer 

930 977 41 1799 2937 

Colorectal 
cancer 
screening 
techniques 

18 2 5 41 54 

Imaging 
procedures 
for cancer 

327 223 15 677 1023 
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Oral Health 
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions, including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 

(10) 
Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
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Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

Oral health  X   
 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
 Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

 
No conditions were searched 
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Palliative and End-of-Life Care 
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
 MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 

(10) 
Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
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Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

Appropriate and 
compassionate care 
for patients with life-
limiting illnesses  

  X  

 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

Palliative 
care 

44 48 13 140 207 
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Pediatrics 
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition  Age 0-1 years (5) Ages 1- 17 years (11) 
Other eye disorders X X 
Otitis media X X 
Intestinal infection  X 
Allergic reactions  X 
Infectious diseases X X 
Other CNS disorders  X 
Mental Disorders  X 
COPD, asthma  X X 
Acute bronchitis and URI X X 
Skin disorders  X 
Trauma related disorders  X 
 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition Age 0-1 years (8) Ages 1-14 years (6) 
Sudden infant death syndrome X  
Congenital malformations, deformations and 
chromosomal  

X  

Congenital malformations and deformations  X 
Major cardiovascular diseases  X 
Diseases of heart  X 
Infections specific to the perinatal period X  
Bacterial sepsis of newborn X  
Malignant neoplasms  X 
Other respiratory conditions originating in 
the perinatal 

X  

Respiratory distress of newborn X  
Accidents X X 
Assault (homicide)  X 
Disorders related to length of gestation and 
fetal 

X  

 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
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Condition Ages 0-17 years (12) 
Other endocrine, nutritional and immune disorders X 
Otitis media X 
Other eye disorders X 
Allergic reactions X 
Infectious diseases X 
Mental disorders X 
COPD, asthma X 
Acute bronchitis and URI X 
Skin disorders X 
Trauma related disorders X 
 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition Age 0-1 years (10) Age 1-17years (10) 
Perinatal conditions X  
Congenital anomalies X  
Otitis media X X 
Other eye disorders  X 
Tonsillitis   X 
Disorders of the upper GI X  
Intestinal infection X  
Infectious diseases X X 
Epilepsy and convulsions  X 
COPD, asthma X X 
Acute bronchitis and URI X X 
Skin disorders  X 
Trauma related disorders X X 
 
Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

 
Age breakdown not available  
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Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

ADHD X    
Child health  X   
Health 
education/school-
based interventions 

   X 

Reduce health risk 
behaviors through 
improving protective 
environments for 
adolescents 

   X 

 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

ADHD 99 198 0 161 391 
Dental 
cancer 

54 8 2 50 91 
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Psychiatric 
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

Mental Disorders X  X  
 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

Intentional self-harm 
(suicide) 

X    

 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
Mental disorders X X 
 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 

(10) 
Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

Mental disorders X  X X 
 
 
Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
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Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

Depression  X    
Mental health 
disorders 

X X  X 

 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

Depression 814 849 163 1572 2871 
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Racial and Ethnic Disparities 
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

 
No conditions on any list 
 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years 20n) 

 
No conditions on any list 
 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
 
No conditions on any list 
 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 

(10) 
Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

 
No conditions on any list 
 
Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

 
No conditions on any list 
 
 
 



44 INITIAL NATIONAL PRIORITIES FOR COMPARATIVE EFFECTIVENESS RESEARCH 
 

PREPUBLICATION COPY: UNCORRECTED PROOFS 

Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

 
No conditions on any list 
 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

 
No conditions were searched 
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Respiratory  
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

COPD, asthma  X X X X 
Acute bronchitis and 
URI 

X X X  

 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

Other respiratory 
conditions originating 
in the perinatal 

 X   

Respiratory distress 
of newborn 

 X   

Chronic lower 
respiratory diseases 

   X 

 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
COPD, asthma X X 
Acute bronchitis and 
URI 

X X 

 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 

(10) 
Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

COPD, asthma X X X X 
Acute bronchitis and 
URI 

 X X  
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Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

COPD  X 
 
Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

Pulmonary disease X X   
Asthma X    
 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

Asthma in 
children 

203 387 9 313 831 
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Safety and Quality of Health Care  
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 

(10) 
Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
 
Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
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Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane 
(15)  

Access to quality 
health services 

 X   

Education and 
community based 
programs 

 X  X 

Environmental health  X   
Food safety  X   
Health 
communication 

 X X  

Medical product 
safety 

 X   

Occupational safety 
and health 

 X   

Public health 
infrastructure 

 X   

Safety and reliability 
of healthcare system 

  X  

Coordination of care   X  
Overuse/misuse of 
care 

  X  

Organizational 
capacity 

   X 

 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

 
No conditions were searched 
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Skin  
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (n) 

Skin disorders X  X  
 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
Skin disorders X X 
 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition 
 

All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 
(10) 

Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

Skin disorders   X  
 
Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
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Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
 Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

Skin cancer 1293 1140 51 2178 3657 
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Trauma. Emergency Medicine, and Critical Care Medicine 
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (20) 

Trauma related 
disorders 

X  X  

 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

Accidents X X X X 
Assault (homicide)   X  
 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
Trauma related 
disorders 

 X 

 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition 
 

All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 
(10) 

Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

Trauma related 
disorders 

X X X X 

 
Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
 
 
Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
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Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

Injury and violence 
prevention 

 X   

 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

Traumatic 
brain injury 

37 25 45 152 215 
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Women’s Health (Includes pregnancy) 
 
(n) the number in parenthesis signifies the number of conditions on the particular list  
X signifies condition appears on the list of the top (n) conditions 
Blank signifies that condition does not appear on the list of the top (n) conditions 
 
Prevalence- Number of people receiving care for selected conditions, 2006  
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
 Age 0-1 years 
(5) 

Ages 1- 17 
years (11) 

65+ years (8) 

Female genital 
disorders and 
contraception 

X    

 
Mortality- Number of deaths, 2005 
National and Vital Statistics Report 
 
Condition All age groups 

(20) 
Age 0-1 years 
(8) 

Ages 1-14 
years (6) 

65+ years (20) 

Disorders related to 
length of gestation 
and fetal 

 X   

 
Morbidity- Number of Events for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office 
based, Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition All Age groups (12) Ages 0-17 years (12) 
 
No conditions on any lists 
 
Cost- Total Expenses for Selected Conditions including: Hospital outpatient or office based, 
Hospital inpatient, ER, Home health visits and Prescribed medicines, 2006 
MEPS Survey Data 
 
Condition 
 

All Ages (10) Age 0-1 years 
(10) 

Age 1-17years 
(10) 

Age 65+years 
(10) 

Normal birth-live born X    
 
Variability- The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice Data, 2009  
 
Condition 
 

Variation of hospitalization 
for procedure (11) 

Variation in treatment for 
conditions (11) 

 
No conditions on any lists 
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Condition Appears on Other Priority Lists 
 
Condition AHRQ 

Effective 
Healthcare 
program (19) 
 

Healthy 
People 2010 
(32) 

National 
Quality Forum 
(5) 

Cochrane (15)  

Pregnancy, including 
pre-term birth  

X    

Family planning  X   
Maternal, infant and 
child health 

 X   

Gender disparities     X 
Increase use of 
health services by 
women 

   X 

Improve nutrition of 
women of child-
bearing age 

   X 

 
Funding Gap – Number of Trials by Sponsor Type, 2/2000-4/2009  
Clinicaltrials.gov 
 
Condition NIH Industry Other 

Federal 
Agencies 

Universities/ 
Organizations 

Total 

Ovarian 
cancer 

462 272 12 663 1113 

Prenatal 
care and 
delivery 

75 12 4 83 155 
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